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http://hci.ece.upatras.gr/pompeiigame

Garden of the House of the
Vettii

This is a photograph of the garden of one of the most
famous houses in Pompeii, the House of the Vettii.
The house is named for its possible owners, the Vettii
brothers, whose signet-rings were discovered during
the excavations; they are thought to have been
freedmen and may have been wine-merchants. The
ornate and formal garden would have been glimpsed
through the front door of the house, allowing
passers-by a glimpse of the wealth and taste of its
owners.

The garden was full of marble and bronze statues, 12
of them Fountain-heads that spouted water into a
series of basins. The garden is enclosed on four sides
by an elaborately decorated portico, onto which open
a series of rooms that were probably used for
entertaining guests.

The garden is surrounded by a peristyle which has
been restored. The garden itself contains many of the
original Roman plants. Archaeologists can discover
what plants the Romans had in there gardens.

Thermopolium

This one of Pompeii's many thermopolia - which were
shops or 'bars' that are thought to have sold food
(restaurants). They consist of terracotta containers
(dolia) sunk into a masonry counter (sometimes
covered with polychrome marble) that are believed to
have contained hot food that was sold to customers.
Some thermopolia have decorated back rooms, which
may have functioned as dining-rooms.

In one thermopolium, the remains of a cloth bag were
discovered in one of the dolia, along with over a
thousand coins; these are thought to represent the
day's takings and demonstrate the popularity of the
establishment. Lararia (domestic shrines) are a fairly
common feature of thermopolia, and sometimes
depict Mercury and Dionysus, the gods of commerce
and wine respectively.

Villa of the Mysteries

The villa is large and luxurious, overlooking the sea. It
faces outwards to take advantage of its position,
unlike the inward facing town houses. It is not known
who owned the villa. The most famous feature is the
series of life-size frescoes. The panels of the fresco
appear to show a series of consecutive events which
give the villa its name. It is believed to represent an
initiation into the secrete cult of Dionysus, though its
interpretation is still unclear.

This scene is a detail from a fresco that runs round all
four walls of a room in a suburban villa just outside
Pompeii. The fresco is a megalographia (a depiction of
life-size figures), and is unique in Pompeii. In the
scene pictured here, the initiate is flogged, while
another woman dances beside her.

A wine-press was discovered when the Villa was
excavated and has been restored in its original
location. It was not uncommon for the homes of the
very wealthy to include areas for the production of
wine, olive oil, or other agricultural products,
especially since many elite Romans owned farmland
or orchards in the immediate vicinity of their villas.
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